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Q&As – Disciplinary Measures  
at SSE 
 
 
 

 

1 What is a ‘disciplinary measure’? 

The SSE has very high standards for academic rigour and 
the requirements on students mirror these values, ulti-
mately expressed in the Disciplinary Regulations of the 
SSE. The nature of disciplinary measures is indeed serious 
for individuals, although that is intentional, and they are 
designed to mirror a serious wrongdoing and violation of 
the academic standards and rules that it is incumbent upon 
the students of SSE to adhere to. 

Disciplinary proceedings are also subject to high standards 
entailing the burden and standard of proof. In order to 
able to decide on such measures it is required by law and 
internationally recognized legal standards that the inquiry 
clearly reveals that a person suspected of infringing disci-
plinary regulations has committed the alleged offense of 
the Disciplinary action (to that effect, see case law in Sweden 
from the Administrative Supreme Court, case RÅ 1996 ref. 15, See 
also Article 6 of Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms (as amended by Protocols No. 11 and 
No. 14). 

The legal nature of disciplinary matters in general has been 
dealt with by European Court of Human Rights, In Mül-
ler-Hartburg v. Austria, application no. 47195/06 of 19 
February 2013, the Strasbourg Court assessed disciplinary 
proceedings against a lawyer. The Court did not find the 
criminal limb of Article 6 ECHR to be applicable. It took 
into account the fact that the applicable disciplinary pro-
vision did not address the general public but the members 
of a professional group possessing a special status and that 
it was intended to ensure that members of the bar comply 
with the specific rules governing their professional con-
duct.  

The SSE Disciplinary regulations are designed in a similar 
fashion. The measures, therefore, do not have the elements 
of a criminal but rather disciplinary nature. Moreover, the 
deprivation of liberty is never at stake for the wrongdoer 
and the sanction, which the infringer risk to incur, and 

although entailing effects which could be regarded as pu-
nitive, is not in itself sufficient to qualify the measure as 
criminal. The same is true for possible knock-on effect of a 
disciplinary measure (see more below). 

2 What are the disciplinary measures at SSE? 

Generally, the disciplinary measures available are: 

• warning; 
• suspension; and  
• expulsion. 

It should be noted that the SSE Disciplinary measures de-
viate considerably from the regulation enshrined in the 
Higher Education Ordinance (SFS 1993:100), chapter 10. 
Notably the sanctions at SSE are stricter in terms of sus-
pension time and the possibility to expel wrongdoers. 

3 What does a warning mean for me? 

A warning by the President is only handed down in cases 
were President has been able to ascertain that an infringe-
ment has occurred, but the circumstances of the case has 
revealed that the infringement does not merit suspension. 

4 What does suspension entail for me in general? 

Suspension means that the student may not participate in 
seminars, lectures and other teaching, departmental activ-
ities, tests, examinations or any other school activity for a 
pre-determined period of time (a maximum of two years) 
in accordance with what is prescribed in each individual 
case. A decision to suspend a student may also be more 
specific and refer only to access to and physical presence in 
certain school premises. A decision to suspend may also be 
combined with the student in question losing his/her right 
to scholarships at SSE. 
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5 Do I have access to academic counselling ser-
vices during the suspension time? 

No, it should be noted that activities of the school (Sw. 
‘annan verksamhet vid högskolan’) also comprise the possi-
bility to benefit from student services offered by Academic 
Support and Records (ASR). The services will be resumed 
when the suspension time is lapsed. 

6 What does ‘expulsion’ mean? 

A decision to expel means that the student is permanently 
banned from studying at SSE and loses his/her right to 
scholarship funds at SSE. 

7 Am I allowed to attend on-line sessions or take 
part of distance learning sessions during my sus-
pension? 

No. Suspension encompasses all teaching activities. If you 
violate this and attend classes or a zoom-session that is re-
placing an in-class session this amounts to a supplementary 
violation of the Disciplinary Regulation. 

8 Am I allowed to take examinations during my 
suspension time? 

No. The suspension covers any and all examination activ-
ities. This also includes, e.g., handing in assignments, at-
tending group work during the suspension time. 

9 My exam is a home exam via e.g., DigiExam. I 
see that I can access it. Does it mean I am al-
lowed to take the exam? 

No. All examination activities are covered by the suspen-
sion. Having possibility to access examination does not in 
itself mean it is allowed. Attempts to take examinations 
during suspension times may be regarded as a supplemen-
tary infringement of the Disciplinary Regulations. 

10 Am I allowed to download materials from the 
course web? 

Unless your suspension decision entails restricted IT-ac-
cess; Yes. You are not barred from conducting self-studies, 
reading books or preparing yourself during the suspension 
time. Hence, you are naturally allowed to read the course 
literature and read up on distributed materials. 

11 May I access the SSE Play site to take part of 
recorded sessions? 

No. This amounts to teaching activities and may not – re-
gardless IT-restrictions – be accessed during the 

suspension time. In some cases, there may be automatic 
restrictions employed at SSE Play rendering it impossible 
to access SSE Play. 

12 Can I register for courses and/or exams during 
the suspension time? 

No. Upon suspension, the SSE administration automati-
cally de-register you from all courses and examinations. 
When the suspension time is lapsed you will be automati-
cally registered again to the courses and exams that was on 
record at the time of the decision by the President. N.B.! 
You may NOT try to re-register to courses or exams dur-
ing the suspension time and you may NOT require others 
to assist you in that regard. If you do, that may amount to 
a supplementary infringement. Furthermore, SSE staff is 
allowed to correct wrongful re-registration of courses. It is 
sometimes technically not possible to de-register a student 
from a course due to on-going examinations or part assign-
ment. Note that remaining registered for course does, 
however, not mean you have the right to attend or take 
exams. 

13 Are there any knock-on effects of a suspension? 

Yes. Typically, suspension will have a direct effect on your 
study pace and affect your possibilities to follow time 
schedule and ultimately achieving your degree within the 
original time frame and the possibility of obtaining grants 
and loans for studies from the Swedish Board of Student 
Finance (CSN). 

The actual effects vary depending on suspension time, sta-
tus of previous and forthcoming exam results etc. These 
effects are normally always considered by the President in 
determining the disciplinary measures. If you have a part 
examination, mandatory presentation for an earlier 
handed-in material you are not allowed to attend such ac-
tivities.  

After the suspension period has lapsed you should contact 
the course director if you have any queries about how to 
handle such issues. You should, nonetheless, be aware of 
the fact that you may have to do re-takes or hand in new 
assignments depending on the nature of the examination. 

14 Does the SSE take into account knock-on effects 
of suspension? 

Yes, and although suspensions are designed to be disrup-
tive in terms of possibilities to follow teaching and taking 
exams, the sanctions are determined with due regard to 
proportionality and with the view of minimising side 
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effects. The length of suspension and other timing factors 
are always considered individually. 

15 The suspension means I have not adequate ECTS 
to progress in my studies or remain the program 
– what shall I do? 

After the suspension period has ended, you are advised to 
resort to normal procedures of application of dispensation. 
N.B. dispensation errands are by their very nature individ-
ual and decided according the circumstances of the partic-
ular case. The administration always works with due re-
gard to consistent application of rules and regulations, but 
it is also a legal requirement in all these cases to take into 
account the particulars of each case. This means that a de-
cision on related to follow-on effects of suspensions have 
no binding effect on other decisions. 

16 Will my possibilities of exchange studies be neg-
atively affected? 

Yes. One of the qualification criteria to exchange studies 
is ‘ambassadorship’. Being suspended for violations of the 
Disciplinary Regulations is regarded as incompatible with 
ambassadorship, which means that you will not qualify for 
exchange studies. Furthermore, applying for exchange 
studies during the suspension time is not allowed because 
it amounts to ‘activities’ that you are suspended from. 

17 Can I appeal a decision on a warning? 

No. 

18 Can I appeal a decision on suspension or expul-
sion? 

Yes. Information on Appeal is always provided in the de-
cision. 

19 Can I go to a Swedish Administrative Court with 
my appeal or ask for injunctions? 

No. Swedish Administrative Courts have no jurisdiction 
over the disciplinary measures at SSE. The SSE Discipli-
nary Board is the sole competent body to hear such cases. 

20 Will a decision on suspension be visible to third 
parties, e.g., on the degree certificate? 

No. A decision on suspension will not be noted on the 
degree certificate. Furthermore, such decisions are subject 
to restricted circulation and communicated to staff mem-
bers within the SSE on a need-to-know-basis and to exter-
nal authorities like the CSN, when this so is required un-
der applicable regulations. 

21 Does the SSE publish decisions on suspension? 

Yes. All decisions shall be published, although personal 
data related to the Respondent is anonymised. This means 
that the published version of the decision does not reveal 
who the Respondent is. Also, any and all confidential in-
formation in the decision is not made public. 

 

 


